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MEDICAL  OFFICER’S  ANNUAL  REPORT 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1942 


/ Chairman  Ladies  and  Gentlemen 
( 1 ' 

have  the  honour  to  submit  to  you  my  23rd  Annual  Report  on  the 
-e  Health  and  Sanitary  Administration  of  your  district, 
nis  report  is  brief  and  is  according  to  instructions  reseived  from  the 
( 2 yy  of  Health  in  their  cirular  2773  dated  March  10th,  1943. 

I have  the  honour  to  remain, 


(3) 

✓ * ictoria  Road,  Salisbury. 

u,; 


Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  WILSON, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Ponulation — Census  1931  : 10,883.. 

Population— Estimated  Mid.  1942—14,110 
Area,  63,464  Acres 
Rateable  Value  : £12,0752 
Sum  represented  by  Penny  Rate  : £523  6 7 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  as  shown  by  Rate  Books  end  of  1 942 
3 y 23 2 . 


Births,  1942.  Male. 
Liye  163 

Still  2 

Birth  Rate,  1942. 
Live  21.3 

Still  0.35 


Female.  Total. 

138  301  (25  Illegitimate) 

3 5(1  Illegitimate) 

England  and  Wales  * 

Live  15.8 

Still  0.54 


Birth  Rate  Average  last  10  years  19.1 

England  and  Wales  K)  140 

Deaths  : Males,  76.  Females  68.  Total,  144. 

Death  Rate  (1942)  10.2  Average  last  10  years  9 8 

England  and  Wales  „ 11.6  „ „ 10  ,,  122 

Number  of  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  * Males  1 0 
Females  7.  Total,  17.  8 * 11 

Infantile  Mortality  Rate  (per  1,000  Live  Births)  56.6 
England  and  Wales  40  0 

Infantile  Mortality  Average  last  10  years  41  7 

England  and  Wales  „ „ j0  „ 55  3 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


Total  Cases 

Cases  admitted 

Total 

Disease. 

notified 

to  Hospital 

deaths 

Scarlet  Fever  

29  (7  Mil). 

27  (7  Mil). 

1 

Diphtheria 

6 (3  Mil). 

6 (3  Mil). 

0 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

• 3 

2 

0 

Pneumonia 

5 (1  Mil). 

1 (Mil). 

1 

Erysipelas 

3 

0 

0 

Measles 

74  (6  Mil). 

6 (Mil). 

0 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

1 

0 

Cerebro-  Spinal  . F ever 

2 (1  Mil). 

2 (1  Mil). 

0 

Oph.  Neonat. 

1 

0 

0 

Scarlet  Fever.  29  cases  were  notified  to  me,  of  these  7 were 
non-civilian.  The  22  civilian  cases  were  evenly  distributed  during 
the  year,  and  it  was  impossible  to  connect  any  two  cases  except  when 
two  cases  arose  in  one  house  which  was  the  case  three  times. 

One  of  the  cases  notified  died. 

Diphtheria.  Three  cases  were  notified,  one  at  the  beginning  of 
the  year  and  two  at  the  end,  and  of  these  two  one  proved  not  to  be 
the  disease.  In  addition  three  non-civilian  cases  were  notified  and 
of  these  one  died,  and  again  one  was  at  the  very  beginning  and  two  at 
the  end  of  the  year.  All  were  adults. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia.  Three  cases  were  notified  and  all  recovered, 
two  of  them  were  treated  in  Hospital. 

. - t 

Pneumonia.  Seven  cases  were  notified  to  me  of  which  2 were 
non-civilian,  one  of  the  cases  died  and  one  died  which  had  not  been 
notified.  The  other  deaths  given  by  the  Registrar  General  were  of 
non-notifiable  types. 

Erysipelas.  Three  cases  were  notified  and  call  for  no  comment. 

Measles  and  Whooping  Cough.  74  cases  of  Measles  were  noti- 
fied and  of  these  68  were  civilian  and  6 non-civilian,  there  were  no 
deaths  among  the  civilians.  The  one  case  of  whooping  cough  notified 
was  on  January  8th  and  no  further  case  was  notified  to  me. 

Cerebro -spinal  Fever.  One  civi.ian  and  one  non-civilian  cases 
were  notified  to  me  and  no  death  arose. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum.  One  case  was  notified  and,  as  far  as 
I know,  no  defect  of  vision  arose. 


Tuberculosis.  15  fresh-  cases  were  notified  and  one  of  these  died 
during  the  year.  Of  those  notified  two  were  transfers  irom  other 
places  and  three  were  discharges  from  the  services. 

The  Notifications  were  as  follows  : — 


Male  Pulm. 

1 

between 

25—35 

1 between  35 — 45 

2 

yy 

55—65 

Female  Pulm. 

2 

y > 

15—20 

1 

>> 

35—45  . 

M.  Non -Pulm. 

1 

>> 

15—20 

F.  Non-Pulm. 

2 

yy 

1—  5 

1 

>> 

5—10 

1 

y y 

10—15 

1 

ft 

15—20 

1 

yy 

20—25 

The  deaths  were  : — 

Male  Pulm. 

1 

between 

25—35 

1 

>>• 

35—45  (not 

notified) 

Female  Pulm. 

2 

>> 

15—20 

1 

>> 

25—35 

1 

yy 

35 — 45 

Immunisation  against  Diphtheria.  During  the  year  I have  held 
clinics  at  Amesbury,  Durrington  and  Shrewton.  132  children  under 
five  and  56  between  five  and  fifteen  years  were  immunised  by  me,  and 
the  work  is  still  going  on. 

During  the  year  no  case  of  diphtheria  arose  in  the  district  in  any 
child  under  15  years.  This  campaign  continues  with,  I think,  satis- 
factory results. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

Amesbury  Parish.  The  overloading  of  the  Pumping  Plant  caused 
by  the  increased  population  in  the  Parish,  and  the  heavier  consumption 
by  the  R.A.F.  Station  at  Boscombe  Down,  was  ameliorated  during  the 
year  by  the  installation  of  a third  3in.  20  h.p.  turbine  pump,  drawing 
from  a new  bore  near  the  existing  one.  Phis  has  greatly  relieved  the 
two  existing  pumps,  and  provides  an  excellent  stand-by  arrangement. 

There  were  no  extensions  to  the  mains  in  1942. 

Two  new  connections  were  made  to  the  mains  during  the  year. 

Bulford  and  Durrington  Parishes.  This  supply  continues  to 
operate  in  a satisfactory  manner.  During  the  year  4 new  connections 
were  made  to  the  mains,  to  which  there  were  no  extensions. 

• 

Shrewton.  This  supply  continues  to  operate  in  a satisfactory 
manner.  During  the  year  8 new  connections  were  made  to  the  mains, 
to  which  there  were  no  extensions. 


Cholderton  Parish.  Remains  satisfactory. 


Tilshead  Parish.  This  village  is  supplied  by  a lin.  service  pipe 
from  a nearby  W.D.  3in.  main.  During  the  year  the  Council  decided 
to  instal  2 further  standpipes,  in  order  to  give  a more  even  distribution 
in  the  village.  One  of  these  was  installed  by  the  end  of  the  year, 
bringing  the  total  to  6. 

All  the  Public  Supplies  were  regularly  bacteriologically  examined 
and  in  no  instance  was  any  pollution  shown  to  exist. 


DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

Amesfoury.  The  extensions  designed  for  the  Sewage  Disposal 
Plant,  consisting  of  new  storm  water  and  humus  tanks,  a third  filter  bed, 
and  new  sludge  beds,  were  practically  completed  by  the  end  of  the  year. 
These  new  works  are  designed  to  relieve  the  overloading  of  the  plant 
caused  by  increased  population  and  extensions  of  sewers,  and  appear 
to  be  working  satisfactorily. 

Some  difficulty  was  experienced  at  first  in  disposing  of  sludge,  but 
this  has  since  been  overcome. 

There  were  no  new  connections  to,  or  extensions  of  the  sewers 
during  1942. 

Cholderton  In  December  complaints  were  received  of  pollution 
of  the  river  Bourne  at  Cholderton,  this  was  found  to  be  from  the 
sewage  effluent  from  the  W.D.  works  at  Tidworth.  Investigation 
has  followed,  andcontinued  into  1943,  but  up  to  the  time  of  writing 
thisnuisance  still  exists.  It  is  being  dealt  with  by  all  parties  concerned. 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 

The  Council  possesses  an  up-to-date  destructor  plant,  together 
with  tin  and  paper  baling  machines.  It  was  decided  to  have  separate 
days  for  the  collection  of  salvage  and  refuse,  and  alternate  weekly 
collections  of  each  are  made  in  the  bigger  villages,  with  alternate 
fortnightly  collections  in  the  smaller  ones,  by  means  of  two  motor 
lorries.  This  was  found  to  be  the  most  economical  and  efficient 
method  of  complying  with  the  Ministry  of  Supply’s  direction  to  the 
Council  to  salvage  waste  paper,  rubber,  rags,  etc.,  and  is  working  very 
satisfactorily. 

Collection  of  night  soil  is  still  carried  out  once  weekly  in  the  Parishes 
of  Bulford  and  Durrington. 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 


C/) 

*2 

No.  of 
Inspection 

No.  ot 
Defects. 

Informal 

Notices. 

Statutory 

Notices. 

Remedied 
by  3. 

Remedied 
by  4. 

Remedied 
after  verb 
instructio 
only. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

Nuisances  ... 

114 

35 

19 

1 

15 

— 

12 

Slaughter- 

houses  . . . 
Knackers’ 

3 

1 1 

■ 

Yards  ... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Places  where  ^ 
food  is  pre- 

> 27 

2 

1 

1 

- 

1 

pared 

Cowsheds  ... < 
Dairies  and 

. 

>-125 

15. 

7 

7 

7 

Milkstores  ^ 
Tents,  Vans, 

| ' . : 

\ 

Sheds,  etc. 

4 

* 

• — 

— 

— 

— 

— =• 

Bakehouses 

Butcher’s 

7 

2 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Shops 

16 

3 

— - 

• — 

— 

— 

3 

Totals 

297 

57 

28 

1 

24 

- 

24 

Not  classified  above  : — 

Housing  Inspections  33 

Infectious  Disease  Visits  ......  16 

Factory  Acts  2 

Unclassified  visits  and  inspections — drainage,  refuse- 

collection,  bye-laws,  etc 94 

Total  Number  of  Visits  442 


All  the  above  figures  are  from  April  25th  when  Mr.  Hall  took  over, 
before  that  date  no  figures  are  available  as  no  records  were  properly 
kept. 

Milk  and  Dairies,  etc. 


Number  of  Wholesale  Producers  Registered  (1942)  67 

,,  ,,  Retail  Purveyors  Registered  (1942)  ......  30 

,,  ,,  Certificates  Issued  (Producers)  during  1942  0 

,,  ,,  Certificates  Issued  (Retailers)  during  1942  1 


Meat  and  Foods. 

Early  in  April,  the  Government  slaughterhouse  in  Amesbury  was 
closed  down  ; since  then  all  fresh  meat  for  the  District  has  been 
slaughtered  at  the  Salisbury  depot.  Periodic  visits  are  however, 


still  made  to  butcher’s  shops  for  meat  inspection.  On  two  occasions) 
inspections  of  emergency  casualty  slaughtering  of  carcases  were  made. 

Regular  inspection  of  food  in  provision  stores  was  carried  out,  and 
during  the  year  the  following  articles  of  food  were  voluntarily  sur- 
rendered as  unfit  for  human  consumption  : — 


Fresh  Meat 
Bacon 

Tinned  Meat 

Tinned  Fish 

Tinned  Vegetables 

Fruit 

Pickles 

Cereals 

Tinned  Milk 


515  lbs. 

104  lbs. 
2715  lbs. 

34  lbs. 

27  lbs. 

238  lbs. 

84  gallons. 
249  lbs. 

228  tins 


• ^ V # 

These  figures  may  appear  high,  but  as  by  far  the  greater  proportion 
of  these  goods  were  examined  and  condemned  in  depots  which  supply 
Service  units  in  several  counties,  the  amount  of  food  condemned  is 
not  excessive.  Nearly  all  the  tinned  food  surrendered  was  imported. 


TOTAL  CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 


Causes  of  Death.  M. 
All  Causes  ...  ...  76 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid 
Cerebrospinal  Fever 
Scarlet  Fever  . . . 1 

Whooping  Cough 
Diphtheria 

Tuberc.  of  Respir.  syst.  . . 2 

Other  form  of  Tuberc. 
Syphilitic  Diseases  . . 1 

Influenza  . . 

Measles 

Ac.  Polio-myelitis  and  Enceph. 
Ac.  Inf.  Enceph. 

Cancer  of  b.  cav ; and 

oesoph  (M.)  2 
uterus  (F) 
Cancer  of  stomach  and 


duodenum  . . . . 4 

Cancer  of  breast 
Cancer  of  all  other  sites  . . 5 

Diabetes  . . . . . . 1 

Intra.  cran.  vase,  lesions  9 
Heart  disease  . . . . 20 

Other  dis.  of  circ.  syst.  . . 2 

Bronchitis 

Pneumonia  . . . . 4 

Other  Resp.  diseases 


Ulcerof  stomach  & duodenum 
Diarrhoea  under  two  years  2 


F. 

68 


4 


1 


3 

6 

1 

6 

16 

3 
1 

4 

1 

1 


Causes  of  Death.  M.  F. 

Appendicitis  . . . . 1 1 

Other  digest,  diseases  . . 1 3 

Nephritis  . . . . . . 1 

Puerp.  and  postabort,  sepsis 
Other,  maternal  causes 
Premature  birth  . . . . 2 1 

Cong.  malf.  birth  inj.  Inf.  dis.  5 3 

Suicide  . . . . . . 1 

Road  Traffic  Act  . . . . 3 1 

Other  violent  causes  . . 2 3 

All  other  causes  . . 8 8 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year — 
Total  . . . . . . 8 7 

Legitimate  . . . . 7 7 

Illegitimate  . . . . 1 

Live  Births 

Total 163  138 

Legitimate  ..  ..  153  123 

Illegitimate  ..  ..  10  15 

Stillbirths 

Total 2 3 

Legitimate  . . . . 1 3 

Illegitimate  . . . . 1 

Population  ..  ..  14,110 


